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,. (OriginaD L,acc„,pu K rne W cr k ,ame.ho d fo t ob S =unng UW r,e q ucs B for 

information in response to the user request — - - requestto - « 

"thefrrs. cache r^moryd^^ 

idroti .y information c^ned in the revest, resulting in an edited request with obscure* 

identity information; 

releasing the edited request to the network member; 
receiving the requested information from the network member; and 
storing a copy of the requested information in the firs, cache memory such that user 
re ,uest* for .nformationthatcantesausnedhy information stored the "*™^ 
no. revealed „ other network members, and user requests that cannot be saUsfied by the 
cache memory are obscured by coiting prior .o release ,o o.her network members. 

2 (Original) The method of claim 1. further comprising the step of: 
' rou ung the edited request to a second cache memory prior to releasing the ed.ted 

request to the network member; and 

if the second cache memory contains the requested information, returnmg the 
^uestedinfonnation in response to the edUed revest without releasing the edited request to 

the network member. 

3 (Original) The method of claim 2, further comprising the step of: 

if the second cache memory does not contain the requested information, further 
sating the user identity information contamed in the edited request prior to releasing the 
edited request to the network member. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the computer network is the Internet. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein the user computer request for information 
is a Uniform Resource Locator (URL) reference string. 
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6. (Originai) Themethodofciaim 1. wherein thenetwortc member is a serve, compote,. 

7. (MM The method of Cairn 1. therein ft. first cache memory is resident on the 

user computer. 

8 . (Origina.) The memod of Cairn 1, wherein the tot cache memory is resident on a 
computer remote from the user computer. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the editing is performed by the user 
computer. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the editing is performed by a computer 
remote from the user computer. 

, 1 (Original) in . computer network, a software program implemented in a computer 
system for obscuring user reoucs* for information, said software program oonf.gur.ng the 

computer system to: 

ro ute u user computer request for information, aimed at another network member, to a 
first cache memory; 

if the first cache memory contains the requested information, return the requested 
information in response to the user request without releasing the user request to the network 

membe if the first cache memory does not contain the requested information, edit user identity 
information contained in the request, resulting in an edited request with obscured idenuty 
information; 

release the edited request to the network member; 

receive the requested information from the network member; and store a copy of the 
requested information in the first cache memory such that user requests for information that 
can be satisfied by information stored in the cache memory are not revealed to other network 
members, and user requests that cannot be satisfied by the cache memory are obscured by 
editing prior to release to other network members. 

12. (Original) The software program of claim 11, further configuring the computer 

system to: 
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route the edited truest to a second cache memory prior to releasing the edited request 

to the network member; and 

„ the second cache memory contain, the request information, *. 
information in response to the edited request releasing the edited request » .no 

network member. 

13 (Original) The software program of claim 12, further configuring the computer 
system so that, if the second cache memory does not contain the requested informauon, * 
eChl user identity information contained in the edited request prior to reieasing the edited 
request to the network member. 

14. (Original) The software program of claim 11, wherein the computer network is the 
Internet. 

15 (Original) The software program of claim 14. wherein the user computer request for 
information is aUniform Resource Locator (URL) reference string. 

16. (Original) The software program of claim 11. wherein the network member is a 
server computer. 

17. (Original) The software program of claim 11, wherein the cache memory is resident 
on the user computer. 

18. (Original) The software program of claim 11. wherein the cache memory is resident 
on a computer remote from the user computer. 

19. (Original) In a computer network, a system for obscuring user requests for 

information comprising: 

a user computer having a processor; 

a server computer containing information sought by the user computer; a first cache 
memory capable of storing information; and 

a reference editing function capable of editing user identity information contained in a 
.quest for information, wherein a request for information from the user computer, armed at 
the server computer, is routed by the processor to the first cache memory, and 
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if lh e first cache memory contain the requested information, the requested 
information is returned in response to the user request without releasing the 
user request to the server computer; but 

if the first cache memory does not contain the requested information, the first 
reference editing function edits user identity information contained m the 
request prior to releasing the request to the server computer, and upon rece.pt 
Of the requested information from the server computer, the first cache memory 
stores a copy of the requested information 
such that user requests for information that can be satisfied by information stored in 

cannot be satisfied by the flm cache memory are obscured by the first reference edmng 
function prior to release to the server computer. 

20 (Original) The system of claim 19, further comprising a second cache memory 
wherein the edited request for information is routed to the second cache memory poor to 
release to the server computer, and if the second cache memory contains the requested 
information, the requested information is returned in response to the edited request without 
releasing the edited request to the server computer. 

21 (Original) The system of claim 20, further comprising a second reference editing 
taction, wherein if the second cache memory does not contain the requested information the 
second reference editing function further edits the user identity information contained m the 
edited request prior to releasing the edited request to the server computer. 

22. (Original) The system of claim 19, wherein the computer network is the Internet. 

23. (Original) The system of claim 22, wherein the user computer request for information 
is a Uniform Resource Locator (URL) reference string. 

24. (Original) The system of claim 19, wherein the first cache memory is resident on the 

user computer. 

25. (Original) The system of claim 19, wherein the first cache memory is resident on a 
computer remote from the user computer. 
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26. (Original) The system of claim 19, wherein the first reference editing function is 

resident on the user computer. 

27. (Original) The system of ciaim 19, wherein the first reference editing function is 
resident on a computer remote from the user computer. 
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